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Letter From the Chair

Bidding Adieu

Greetings from the IHP and the
historic Navy Yard! I am
delighted to share our fifth
annual alumni newsletter
detailing some of our 2017
accomplishments and new
activities.
Faculty: Transitions and
Activities
We celebrated the outstanding IHP careers of Dr.
Marianne Beninato (22 years), Dr. Pamela Levangie
(seven years), and Dr. Janet Callahan (five years), all
of whom retired in December 2017. Marianne, Pam,
and Janet are loved by our students and valued by our
faculty. It’s hard to think of filling their shoes, but we
must march on. These individuals had a tremendous
impact on our department and the field of physical
therapy, and, while we will miss their wisdom dearly,
we wish them the best in their next chapter of life. Their
willingness to answer our continued emails and visits
to our offices give us great comfort as we bring in new
faculty and maintain our excellence in our academic
programs.
I joined the department as Professor and Chair in
January 2018 and am thrilled to lead such a strong,
dynamic faculty and be part of the IHP community. Dr.
Levangie prepared everything I needed for a smooth
transition of department leadership—thank you, Pam!
We also welcomed three new faculty: Shweta Gore,
PhD, DPT, GCS, CLT; Richard Westrick, PT, DPT, DSc,
OCS, SCS; and Chris Clock, PT, DPT, OCS. They bring
tremendous expertise in cardiopulmonary physical
therapy, orthopaedics, and sports physical therapy with
a focused interest in tactile and combat athletes.
Teresa Jacobson Kimberley, PhD, PT also joined as
the department as Professor and Director of the new
Brain Recovery Lab. Dr. Kimberly brings research on
neuroimaging and non-invasive brain stimulation in
the investigation of rehabilitation and recovery. Even
with this exciting growth we are searching for more
faculty, so check out our job postings and consider
joining our team!
Our faculty continue to be leaders in the PT community.
They are contributing to scholarship in our field,
leading innovations in clinical practice and education,
and serving on prominent committees locally,
nationally and internationally. Dr. Diane Jette
continued her appointment as Deputy Editor of
Physical Therapy. Dr. Kimberley was asked to serve a
four-year term as a standing member on the NIH’s
Motor Function Speech Rehab study section. Drs. Sara
Knox and Jane Baldwin were elected to serve as
Massachusetts delegates to the APTA House of
Delegates.

(L-R) Assistant Professor Janet Callahan, Professor
Marianne Beninato, and Chair and Professor Pam
Levangie retired in December 2017, after a combined
34 years of service at the IHP. We wish them well as
they begin a new chapter in their lives.

Paula Milone-Nuzzo
Installed as the Sixth President

Paula Milone-Nuzzo, PhD, RN, FHHC, FAAN, was
officially installed on December 7, 2017 as the sixth
president of MGH Institute of Health Professions. Read
the news story, watch the Inauguration Ceremony,
and read President Milone-Nuzzo's Inaugural
Address.

Faculty to Present at CSM 2018

Department Programs
We are now in the second year of our integrated,
modular curriculum. With two cohorts underway we are
beginning to evaluate the program outcomes and
processes. The commitment of our faculty during the
implementation of the new curriculum is tremendous.
Our students who joined us in this endeavor are doing
great, and we look forward to hearing from them and
our clinical partners as they begin their more advanced
clinical experiences.

PT faculty, students, research fellows, and alumni will
participate in 16 presentations, posters, and seminars
at the 2018 APTA Combined Sections Meeting on
February 21-24. Full list of presentations.

Hooding Ceremony and
Commencement Awards

Our Clinical Residency in Orthopaedic Physical
Therapy program continues to grow. We have five
residents this year at three different facilities
(Massachusetts General Hospital – Main Campus,
Spaulding Framingham, and Brigham and Women’s
Outpatient Care Center in Foxborough).
Institute News
The Institute opened a new IMPACT Practice Center as
described further in this newsletter. We are excited to
be part of this initiative and eager to see the
opportunities evolve over the next several years.
Hope to See You at CSM!
If you are going to be at the 2018 Combined Sections
Meeting (CSM) in New Orleans, please join us in
recognizing the retirement of Dr. Levangie, Dr. Diane
Jette, Professor and Associate Chair (June 2018), and
Dr. Leslie Portney, Professor and Dean of the School
of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences and long-time
chair of the PT Department (June 2018). Pam, Diane,
and Leslie had a tremendous impact on our field,
department, and the Institute. Please join us in
celebrating their accomplishments at our alumni
reception on Thursday, February 22 from 6:30–8:30
p.m. at the Hilton Riverside, St. James Room. We’d
love to see you.

Assistant Professor Jane Baldwin, Adams Fellow Award
professional degree recipient Kristin Michelle Smith '17, and
Chair Pamela Levangie

PT students and faculty received several awards at
Commencement 2017. View full list of awards.

Academic Year Begins
with Faculty Convocation

As always, we invite you to keep in touch! Let us know
about your recent accomplishments, and send any
suggestions or ideas you may have for our programs.
We are also happy to answer questions from you about
how you can get involved in the DPT program as a lab
instructor, facilitator, or at a clinical site for experiential
learning.
Have a great 2018!
Stay Active and Be Well!

Watts Award winner Laura Plummer talks to fellow faculty
members at 2017 Convocation.

The MGH Institute’s 2017-2018 academic year kicked
off September 5 when the school hosted its annual
Faculty Convocation. It was hosted by Dr. Alex
Johnson, provost and vice president for academic
affairs, and featured a keynote address from Dr. Paula
Milone-Nuzzo, the Institute’s new president. Dr. Laura
Plummer, an assistant professor in the Department of
Physical Therapy, received the Nancy T. Watts Award
for Excellence in Teaching, the MGH Institute’s highest
faculty honor. Story.

Julie J. Keysor, PT, PhD
Professor and Chair
Department of Physical Therapy

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh
Attends Opening of
IMPACT Practice Center

Faculty Scholarship
More than two dozen faculty have published, received
grants, presented at conferences, and received honors
in recent months. Check out their work.

DPT Class of 2017 Music Video

(l-r) Board Chair Thibault, Mayor Walsh,
and President Milone-Nuzzo

The Institute’s new IMPACT Practice Center, which
now houses all of the school’s patient care centers,
officially opened on October 19. Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh was among those who attended the event,
which raised almost $200,000 to support the center,
IHP students, and their learning. Story.

Guatemala Trip

The Doctor of Physical Therapy Class of 2017 has
produced a parody of the hit song "Work It" by Missy
Elliott. Check out the five-minute video.

DPT Students Pinned

Front Row (L-R): Kathryn Quaglia, Rachel Brody, and Kelsey
Burroughs. Back Row (L-R): Manny Acheampong, Lauren
Kwasnowski, Emma Laird, Kayla Collette, Kim Bolick, and
David Cox.

Nine Doctor of Physical Therapy students from the
class of 2019 along with PT Assistant Professor Jane
Baldwin travelled to Villa Nueva, Guatemala, with
Move Together Inc. where they provided both physical
therapy care and continuing education at a therapy
clinic. Supervised by licensed PTs, the students
provided direct patient care and consulted with the
local Guatemalan physical therapists and physical
therapy students. The IHP students also gave
educational presentations to the local therapists and
students on topics such as lower back pain, proper
exercise prescription, and overall patient/client
management.

DPT Alumni Tell Their
Patient Stories for MGH

The 68 students in the Doctor of Physical Therapy
Class of 2020 received IHP pins and listened to PT
Chair Pam Levangie give the keynote speech on
September 27 at the department’s Pinning Ceremony.
Andrew Philatre was the student speaker. Photos.

Alumni Corner
Tell Us About Your Life!
We invite you to submit a class note to share with
your fellow alumni what is happening in your world.
This includes such things as new jobs and promotions,
professional presentations given, and awards, along
with marriage photos, and photos of you with your new
baby. We’ll include them in an upcoming issue of the
MGH Institute magazine.

Join The IHP's Online Community

In MGH Caring Headlines, Doctor of Physical Therapy
alumnae Jessica Riggs Garton, DPT ’08 (page 8),
Audra Wallace, DPT ’15 (page 8), and Nicole
Skrzyniarz, DPT ’10 (page 8) wrote clinical narratives.

Two PT Grads to Run Boston
Marathon for Team IHP

We invite you to become part of our expanding online
alumni community by joining IHP's LinkedIn,
Facebook, and other social media to keep up with
your MGH Institute classmates and fellow graduates.

Library Resources

Two PT grads will run for Team
IHP to support the IMPACT
Practice Center at the 2018
Boston Marathon: (l-r) Kristin
Cunningham, DPT '17, and
Meredith Garey Anand, DPT '04.

MGH Institute alumni have access to journals,
databases, and other research resources at the
Institute’s Alumni Library Resources section. This
robust section is sure to meet many of your research
needs. Contact Director of Library and Instructional
Design Jessica Bell with questions or for assistance.

Shop on Amazon and Support the IHP

PT Day of Service

Assistant Professor Jane Baldwin joined 22 physical
therapy student volunteers at the Play Brigade 5K as
part of the PT Day of Service on October 14. The Play
Brigade 5k is the first of its kind in Boston to welcome
runners of all fitness levels, as well as physical or
cognitive abilities, without exception. All money raised
went toward increasing inclusion and accessibility for
Boston organizations.

Mustaches for Movember

(l-r) Mike Petty, Jeffrey Mahmood, Brian Larson, Joe Czupryna,
Patrick Hammer, Richard Barnard, Victor Wei, Mason Gray,
John Thompson, David Farmer, Mike Micco, Gage Hartman,
Ryan O'Shea

Thirteen DPT students in the Class of 2019 grew
moustaches to raise awareness of men's cancer
research and mental health during the annual
Movember initiative. While the cause officially runs
through November, the students are still accepting
donations.

The IHP is officially registered as an AmazonSmile
program charity! What this means is that when you
shop on Amazon, specifically AmazonSmile.com, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the IHP.
AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. Just visit AmazonSmile and sign into
your Amazon account and select MGH Institute of
Health Professions as your official charity. For more
information contact Evelyn Lespinasse, Office of
Development.

Wanted: Lab Instructors, Teaching
Assistants, and Clinical Instructors
We are seeking physical therapists to assist in clinical
skills laboratories, to serve as facilitators for small
group discussions, or to supervise students in the
Institute's pro-bono PT Center for Clinical Education
and Health Promotion.
Some (but not all) activities require weekly time
commitments of two to six hours per week during a 13week semester; however, there are also options to
identify selected three-hour opportunities. While needs
vary by semester, we are looking for practitioners with
experience in a variety of content areas including
Neuro, Cardiopulmonary, and Musculoskeletal, among
others. Contact Program Manager Sheila Regan for
more information.

Alumni Award Nominations Accepted
Through March 20
Know an alumnus who’s doing extraordinary things? If
so, please nominate him/her for either the Bette Ann
Harris ’83 Distinguished Alumni Award or the
Emerging Leader Alumni Award, both of which will be
presented during 2018 Commencement ceremonies
on May 14.

Career Resources Available

New Faculty and Staff

Making a career move? Need
your resume updated? Need to
prepare for an interview? Check
out IHP’s career resources
website and start moving
forward now. Make an
appointment with our career

The PT department has added several new faculty and
staff in recent months. They are:
Shweta Gore
Assistant Professor
counselor.

Teresa Kimberley
Professor
Please submit suggestions or comments about any
issue at the IHP to President Milone-Nuzzo's online
suggestion box, Institute Input.

Feedback, Tips, Ideas, Etc.
Hailey Laflin
Program Coordinator

Please forward items of interest to PT News editor
John Shaw. View past editions.

Richard Westrick
Associate Professor
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