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Message From the Dean
Each May, when Commencement
is right around the corner, is a good
time to look back at the academic
year and review what we have
accomplished in the School of
Nursing.

DNP Student Who Lost Legs at
Marathon Talks at School of
Nursing Inaugural Lecture

Next Monday, May 14, we will
graduate over 200 nurses who
have successfully completed our accelerated ABSN,
DEN and DNP programs. It’s always so exciting to see
them walk across the stage, knowing that they have
been well- prepared for the healthcare workforce.
We are very pleased with our outcomes this year. Our
newly launched integrated cohort-driven DNP program
has received positive feedback. Our outstanding
faculty have had a highly productive year as scholars
with many publications, national and international
podium/poster presentations, and new and revised
textbooks. We added new faculty with fresh ideas and
regretfully transitioned seasoned, experienced faculty
into practice or retirement. We focused on making
curriculum updates, developing active
teaching/learning strategies, expanding our skills in
cultural sensitivity and interprofessional education, and
enhancing student support. Our work has required
faculty/staff teamwork and thoughtful reflection,
appreciation, gratitude, and resilience.
I commend our faculty, alumni, and students during
National Nurses Week for their efforts to improve the
lives of patients and families, and to relieve suffering.
Nurses advocate for others, provide holistic care, and
bridge the divide between the “haves” and “have nots”
in pursuit of increasing inclusion, healthcare access,
and health equity while balancing compassion with
critical thinking and clinical decision making. I firmly
believe that nurses make a positive impact on the
quality of healthcare in our communities.
As we look forward to a new cohort of ABSN students
starting later this month, and prepare for students to
begin our MSN and DNP programs this fall, we will
continue to look for new opportunities to expand
human ingenuity, good will, and transformative
change. We invite our alumni to join us as we cocreate our vision of nursing education. Our goal is to
remain a program of excellence with cutting edge and
innovative programs. This goal requires that we
engage in dialogue with our community and clinical
partners to strengthen our strategic initiatives, increase
our enrollment capacity where possible, develop new
global and clinical partnerships, and in general
promote the excellence of the nursing education and
practice.
I salute all nurses during this special week.
Warm Regards,

Jess Kensky talks with several nursing students after her talk.

Doctor of Nursing Practice student Jessica Kensky and
her husband, Patrick Downes, spoke April 17 at the
inaugural School of Nursing Lecture, held at Partners
HealthCare. Kensky lost both her legs, and Downes
one leg, while attending the 2013 Boston Marathon.
The audience of nurses from Massachusetts General
Hospital (where Kensky works), and MGH Institute
faculty and nursing students, also watched the
documentary Marathon: The Patriots Day Bombing that
told the couple’s story of rehabilitation and recovery
from their injuries. The couple in April released the
children’s book called Rescue & Jessica: A LifeChanging Friendship, a fictional account of a young
girl who deals with losing her two legs.

IHP Cohort Presents in China

President Paula Milone-Nuzzo, Provost Alex Johnson,
School of Nursing Dean Inez Tuck, and School of
Nursing Assistant Professor John Wong visited China
in April. The group toured two hospitals, met with
representatives from a university, and presented at two
conferences: the Rehabilitation and Palliative Care in
the U.S. Symposium and the Shenzhen Rehabilitation
Medicine Quality Control Symposium.

Helping to Launch a
BSN Program in Moldova

Inez Tuck, RN, PhD, MBA, MDiv, FAAN
Dean, School of Nursing

SON Launches Patient-Care Center
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The School of Nursing recently launched the Nursing
Center for Clinical Education and Wellness, a nurseled screening, referral, education, and support
resource for Charlestown and Boston-area residents
focused on improving the lives of people with chronic
conditions and achieving better health and well-being.
The nursing center is located in the IHP’s state-of-theart IMPACT Practice Center (IPC), which opened in
Fall 2017 and is designed for students to
collaboratively learn from and with each other on how
to provide the team-based care that improves patient
outcomes. The IPC also houses the Aphasia, OT, PT,
and Speech centers.

School of Nursing Dean Inez Tuck in February met with
a delegation from the Nicolae Testemițanu State
University of Medicine and Pharmacy in the Republic
of Moldova as part of a collaboration to establish the
Eastern European nation’s first BSN program. The
effort, which is a collaboration with the University of
North Carolina, Greensboro, and North Carolina A&T;
State University, and supported by the International
Rotary Foundation, is scheduled to begin in fall 2018.

Dean Tuck Receives Excellence in
Nursing Education Award

Partners Annual Report
Features MGH Institute
The 2017 Partners HealthCare Annual
Report features several members of
the IHP community. Professor Jordan
Green’s research on ALS is highlighted
on page 13, a story on the new
IMPACT Practice Center is on page 18,
and Board Vice Chair Jeanette Ives
Erickson is recognized as a champion
for patients and nurses on page 44.
The report is available online, and physical copies are
located in the Office of Strategic Communications,
second floor, Building 34.

Alumni Recognized in
Boston Globe's Salute to Nurses

Dean Tuck (seated, center) with MGH Institute colleagues at
the February 9 event.

Dean Inez Tuck received a 2018 Excellence in Nursing
Education Award from the New England Regional
Black Nurses Association. Story.

Presenting at
MGH Nurse Recognition Week
Several alumni and extended members of the School
of Nursing faculty were among those who presented at
several sessions during Massachusetts General
Hospital’s Nurse Recognition Week 2018 in May.
Jeanne Dolan, MSN ’93, presented “Attitudes about
Restraint Use in Surgical ICU Patients” in the "A
Compendium of Nurse-Led Initiatives" session.
Trisha Zeytoonjian, MSN ’07, co-presented “Appraising
Staff Nurses’ Perceptions of Quiet Utilizing FocusGroup Methodology to Improve the Patient Experience”
in the "Scholarly Works: The Science Behind
Nursing Leadership" session.

As 2018 National Nurses Week is celebrated May 612, MGH Institute of Health Professions honors the
more than 3,600 nurses who have graduated and
gone on to have successful careers and make a
difference in the lives of patients. It is especially
gratifying that several alumni from the School of
Nursing are highlighted in the Boston Globe's 2018
Salute to Nurses section, published May 6.

Two people participated in the "It Takes a Village:
Inter-Disciplinary Team Outcomes" session:
Preceptor Chris Shaw presented with the Addiction
Consult Team, and Clinical Instructor Shanna Mavilio
presented “Care of the Postpartum Mother with
Substance Use Disorder: Trauma Informed Care.”

BSN Welcoming Ceremony

The Nurses and Doctors with
Disabilities Project

The School of Nursing on January 11 held its
Welcoming Ceremony for the 108 students in the
January 2018 cohort of the Bachelor of Science in
Nursing program. View photos.

DEN Class of 2019
Reaches Milestone
The IHP School of Nursing and the University of
Michigan Medical School's Department of Family
Medicine have come together to create the
#NursesWithDisabilities and #DocsWithDisabilities
Project. The goal is to share stories from the
professional journeys of nurses and physicians with
disabilities, in their own words. IHP associate dean Dr.
Leslie Neal-Boylan, noted researcher on the
perceptions and experiences of nurses with
disabilities, has found that nurses experience both
struggles and success in their journeys to become
nurses and find employment in nursing. This project is
volunteer led by a tight-knit group of clinicians, health
educators and administrators, and advocates, with and
without disabilities. Please send in your story to
share with others.

Clinical Rotation at Native
American Reservation Awarded
Selected nurse practitioner and physician assistant
students now have the opportunity to participate in a
clinical immersion rotation within the Indian Health
Services at Rosebud Service Unit in South Dakota.
This clinical experience engages students in the
culture and health care of American Indians in a rural
setting unlike any other assigned clinical rotation at the
IHP. Nurse practitioner and physician assistant
students engage in three- or five-week rotations, using
a collaborative preceptor model to apply their didactic
clinical knowledge to patient care across the lifespan
in a variety of healthcare settings including primary
care, specialty, emergency and hospital-based. A team
of faculty won a Partners in Excellence (PIE) Award in
February for it. Team members are SON Assistant
Professors Clara Gona, Jason Lucey, and Mary
Thompson, and Professor Patricia Reidy, and PA
Instructors Michael Ruggiero and Associate Professor
Lisa Walker. Dr. Matthew Tobey from MGH Global
Health, created the rotation, also was part of the PIE
team.

Gabrielle Rex was among the 83 students in the
Master of Science in Nursing program Class of 2019
who participated in the November 18 annual
Generalist Completion Ceremony, the point in their
education where they have completed the prelicensure
portion of the program and are eligible to sit for the
NCLEX exam. Assistant Professor Rebecca Hill gave
the keynote, and Daniel Lustick was the student
speaker. Three students were awarded scholarships
from the MGH Nurses' Alumnae Association: Anne
Cowles received the Ruth Sleeper Award, Jess Romeo
received the Adele Corkum Award, and Elyse Riegel
received the Mary Flannery Caira Award. Tesiah
Coleman received the School of Nursing's Stephanie
Macaluso Award.

Olans Shines Spotlight on
Antibiotic Problems

Three BSN Grads Part of Team
Sent to Help Puerto Rico

People in the coming years who will have surgery, go
through cancer treatment, or give birth may be in
trouble due to the rise in bacteria that don’t respond to
antibiotics. School of Nursing Assistant Professor Rita
Olans is one of several health care professionals who
sounded the alarm during November’s Antibiotics
Awareness Week.

Catherine Welder ’13, Karla Haney ’14, and Mark
Randolph Leon ’16 were among a team of 26 health
care providers from Massachusetts General Hospital
who were in Puerto Rico assisting residents in the
aftermath of Hurricane Maria. The trip was organized
by the Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency, the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health, and the hospital.

Mertie Potter Named Emerita
Professor Mertie Potter will
be named a Professor
Emerita in June when she
officially retires. Dr. Potter,
who primarily has taught in
the MSN program since
2009, regularly brought
groups of students to the
Dominical Republic for
global immersion rotations.

Students Go Global During Break:
Dominican Republic

Working with Transgender and
Gender-Nonconforming Patients
Lisa Keegan, a 2016 graduate of
the Master of Science in Nursing
program, presented “Caring
Beyond the Box: Health for
People Who Identify as
Transgender and GenderNonconforming” at the February
26 Schwartz Center Education
Rounds. Keegan is a nurse
practitioner at the Suffolk County House of Correction.
Front Row (L-R): Assistant Professor Kathy Simmonds, Elana
Schwam ’18, Courtney Owens ’18, and Sarah Moy ’18. Back
Row (L-R): Kaylie Dygon ’19, Assistant Professor Sara Smoller,
Chloe Ingalls ’18, Ashley White ’18, Michael MacDonald ’18,
and Laura Espinosa ’18.

A Primer on Overdose

Eight IHP nurse practitioner students, and two nursing
faculty spent one week in La Romana, Dominican
Republic, working with Good Samaritan Hospital to
provide health clinics to Haitian and Dominican
residents of the sugar cane bateyes surrounding La
Romana. Students provided educational presentations
as well as clinical care to over 300 patients under the
supervision of IHP Assistant Professor Kathy
Simmonds and Instructor Sara Smoller. The students
blogged about their experience.

India
School of Nursing Assistant Professor Jason Lucey,
who focuses on substance abuse disorders, presented
“Overdose Awareness and Prevention” at the October
meeting of the Nursing Club.

IHP in the News
School of Nursing Assistant Professor Kathy
Simmonds was quoted in a Boston Globe article
regarding patient access to abortion services in Maine.
School of Nursing Professor Emerita Diane Mahoney
was quoted in an Associated Press article, “Scientists
Hope to Inject Robo-Cat with AI to Help Seniors.”

Front Row (L-R): Samantha Weinstein, MSN ’18, Sarah
Engelbrektsson, OTD ’19, Alanna Shuman, MSN ’18, Julie
Wolfman, OTD ’18. Back Row (L-R): SON Associate Professor
Elissa Ladd, Siena Terenzio, MSN ’18, Lesley Herold, OTD ’19,
Jillian Crehan, OTD ’19, Katie Lyga, MSN ’18, and OT Assistant
Professor Kim Schoessow.

Eight students from nursing and occupational therapy,
accompanied by School of Nursing Associate
Professor Elissa Ladd and Occupational Therapy
Assistant Professor Kim Schoessow, traveled to India
to participate in the 2018 Global Health Immersion
Program. Students participated in clinical postings
along with their Indian student counterparts in
hospitals, village clinics, local schools, and community
organizations. Faculty contributed to discipline-based
initiatives and teaching in the areas of leadership,
evidence based health care, and low vision
rehabilitation.

Faculty Scholarship
A representative sampling of scholarship by School of
Nursing faculty is available on the website.

Alumni Corner
Tell Us About Your Life!
We invite you to submit a class note to share with
your fellow alumni what is happening in your world—
new jobs and promotions, professional presentations
given, awards received, along with major events in
your personal life. We’ll include them in an upcoming
issue of the MGH Institute magazine.

Join the IHP's Online Community

New Nursing Faculty
Ann Malley
Assistant Professor

We invite you to become part of our expanding online
alumni community by joining IHP's LinkedIn,
Facebook, and other social media to keep up with
your MGH Institute classmates and fellow graduates.

Precept for IHP
We are looking for alumni who are interested in
volunteering their time to precept a student. Contact
Claire Sonnenberg for more information.
Meredith Scannell
Assistant Professor

Library Resources
MGH Institute alumni have access to journals,
databases, and other research resources at the
Institute’s Alumni Library Resources section. This
robust section is sure to meet many of your research
needs. Contact Director of Library and Instructional
Design Jessica Bell with questions or for assistance.

Elaine Tagliareni
Professor

Career Resources Available
Making a career move? Need
your resume updated? Need to
prepare for an interview? Check
out IHP’s career resources
website and start moving
forward now. Make an
appointment with our career
counselor.

Feedback, Tips, Ideas, Etc.
Please forward items of interest to Nursing News editor
John Shaw. View past editions.
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