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Message From the Chair

ASHA Convention is in Boston!

Dear alumni and friends of the
CSD Department,
It’s been a busy 2018 for the CSD
department. Lesley Maxwell
became Associate Chair, Jennifer
Mackey was appointed as
Director of Clinical Education,
Mary Riotte was appointed
Director of the Speech, Language and Literacy Center
(SLCC), and Joanna Christodoulou was promoted to
Associate Professor. New faculty are listed further down.
And, here’s some great news: Earlier this year, the
Master’s program was reaccredited with flying colors –
100 % compliance – by both the Council on Academic
Accreditation and the Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education.
We welcomed 59 new Master’s students who arrived in
September from across the country and around the
world. In addition to beginning their clinical work in the
Speech, Language, and Literacy Center, now located at
the Sanders IMPACT Practice Center, they participated
in interprofessional activities like Community Day and
Infant Development Day, and simulations with
standardized patients.
Speaking of interprofessional, the IHP has also
significantly increased students’ exposure to
collaborative learning and practice in every program,
including a wellness group for Aphasia Center clients; a
caregiver group for clients’ loved ones; our fourth annual
offering of S-IHP’s CAP, the intensive comprehensive
aphasia program in which we partner with Spaulding
Rehabilitation Hospital; and a cross-disciplinary
screening activity at the SLLC. Students from across
multiple programs participated in these activities and
learned about each other’s professions and scopes of
practice, all for providing better patient/client care.
We also continued our ongoing relationship with the
nearby Harvard Kent Elementary School, running our
literacy enrichment camp this summer to prevent
summer slump in reading skills. The project was headed
again by Dr. Christodoulou with significant assistance
from CSD faculty members (and alums) Emilie Larrivee
and Indigo Young, along with current CSD students.
Our research faculty have been especially productive
and successful at obtaining significant grant funding. Dr.
Yael Arbel has both NIH and National Science
Foundation grants, Dr. Tiffany Hogan received two RO1
grants in one year (an almost unheard-of feat); and Dr.
Jordan Green also has received several NIH grants in
addition to being named the Director of Research
Programs. Drs. Lauren Zipse and Sofia Vallila-Rohter,
along with Dr. Arbel—co-directors of the Cognitive
Neuroscience Group—mentored nearly a dozen
master’s students and undergraduates who completed
research projects over the summer.

The 2018 ASHA Convention is here in the Hub
November 15-17, and the CSD Department is going
all-out. Please stop by our booth in the exhibit hall
while you’re there, and also we invite you to check out
the 40 presentations, posters, and seminars by
faculty, students, and alumni.
Our annual alumni reception occurs on Friday,
November 16, starting at 8:30 p.m., right after the
awards presentations. It’s in the Westin Boston
Waterfront’s Grand Ballroom B, adjacent to the
convention center on Summer Street. We’re expecting
more than 150 people to come by, and we’ll have free
hors d‘oeuvres and a cash bar so hope to see you
there! Contact Katie Mulcahy if you already haven’t
RSVP’d.

Jordan Green Named
Associate Provost for Research
Dr. Jordan Green has been named
Associate Provost for Research. Dr.
Green is Professor of Communication
Sciences and Disorders and Director of
the Speech and Feeding Disorders Lab.
Dr. Green replaces Dr. Robert Hillman,
who had served as the Director of
Research Programs since 2008.

Hooding Ceremony and
Commencement Awards

The CSD Department is also excited to offer more global
service experiences. Several students will visit Manipal
University in India in January, and we expect to host
some of their students next spring. And next summer,
(l-r) Julie Atwood, Atwood Award for Excellence winner Andrew
adjunct instructor Dr. Sheryl Rosin will take several CSD
Mancini '18, and Chair Marjorie Nicholas.
and OT students to St. Kitts island in the Caribbean for
her autism program.
CSD students and faculty received several awards at
Commencement 2018. View full list of awards.
The ASHA Convention in Boston is coming up soon, so if
you’re attending we hope you can stop by our alumni
reception on Friday November 16 at 8:30 p.m. in the
nearby Westin Hotel, following the Honors Ceremony.
This year we will be celebrating our 27th graduating
class. Hope to see you there!

Academic Year Begins
with Faculty Convocation

Marjorie Nicholas, PhD, CCC-SLP, FASHA
Professor and Chair

CPD Workshop Focuses On Test
Scores of Public School Kids

New Investigator Award Recipient Dr. Yael Arbel with Director
of the Interdisciplinary PhD Program in Rehabilitation
Sciences Dr. Robert Hillman.

Drs. Tiffany Hogan (r) and Joanna Christodoulou ran a
two-day workshop, “Closing the Literacy
Achievement Gap in Elementary Education: The
Science of Language and Literacy,” in August. More
than 30 teachers and reading specialists from seven
schools and six school systems attended the event,
sponsored by the Office of Continuing and
Professional Development. Story.

Supplied for the School Year

The MGH Institute’s 2017-2018 academic year kicked
off September 5 when the school hosted its annual
Faculty Convocation. Dr. Tiffany Hogan, Director of the
Speech and Language Literacy Lab, received the
Faculty Award for Excellence in Research.
Dr. Yael Arbel, an associate professor in the
Department of Communication Sciences and
Disorders, received the New Investigator Award for her
research that investigates individual differences in
learning abilities with a focus on understanding the
role of feedback. Arbel, who in 2014 received the
Institute’s Faculty Research Fellowship Award, is CoDirector of the Cognitive Neuroscience Group.
Dr. Lauryn Zipse, Associate Professor and Co-Director
of the Cognitive Neuroscience Group, received the
2018-2019 Faculty Research Fellowship Award for her
work “Speaking Along: The Effects of Speech
Entrainment in People with Aphasia.” Story.

Budding Researchers on Campus

More than 60 students from Harvard-Kent Elementary
School received book bags filled with school supplies
at the completion of Assistant Professor Joanna
Christodoulou’s summer learning program. The bags,
filled with items to get them ready for the upcoming
school year, also included a copy of the children’s
book, “Rescue and Jessica, A Life Changing
Friendship,” written by DNP student Jessica Kensky
and her husband, Patrick Downes. Speech-language
pathology students collaborated with Harvard-Kent
teachers during the five-week program, which provided
academic instruction and community activities at no
cost to families. The program focused on ways
students could avoid the “Summer Slump” in reading
and math skills.

Assistant Professor Lauren Zipse (left) with CSD students
Jessica Kenworthy ’18 (middle) and Gwendolyn Meredith ’19.

Nineteen undergraduate, graduate, and high school
students came to the MGH Institute this summer on a
mission: to learn how to put theory into practice. Story.

Second Annual Literacy
Conference Held

New Faculty and Staff
The CSD department has added several new faculty
and staff in recent months. They are:
Kathryn Connaghan
Research Fellow
Speech & Feeding Disorders
Lab

Noor Al Dahhan
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow
BEAM Team

Marziye Eshghi
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow
Speech & Feeding Disorders
Lab

IHP hosted its second annual literacy conference,
"Language and Literacy Development and Disorders:
Neuroscience, Interventions, and Individual
Differences," on April 28. Faculty Joanna
Christodoulou and Tiffany Hogan (pictured) taught
parents, educators, and researchers how to use an
individual differences model for selecting evidencebased assessments and interventions.

Faculty Present at MGH
Neuroscience Center Opening
Rouzana Komesidou
Post-Doctoral Fellow
SAiL Lab

Hannah Rowe
Doctoral Research Fellow
Speech & Feeding Disorders
Lab

Anna Luiza Zaninotto
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow
Speech & Feeding Disorders
Lab

CSD Associate Professor Joanna Christodoulou
(pictured) and SON Professor Lisa Wood represented
the IHP at the September opening of Massachusetts
General Hospital’s Neuroscience Center, presenting eposters about the BEAM Lab (Dr. Christodoulou) and
the Fatigue Research Lab (Dr. Wood).

SLPs Featured in IHP Magazine
Promotions

The Summer 2018 edition of the MGH
Institute's magazine features a profile
of new Chair Marjorie Nicholas, an
article on the S-IHP's CAP program,
and stories discussing the research
initiatives of Associate Provost for
Research Jordan Green and SAiL
Literacy Lab Director Tiffany Hogan.

Joanna Christodoulou
Associate Professor

Faculty Scholarship
Jennifer Mackey
Director of Clinical Education

CSD faculty continue to publish and present their
scholarship. A representative sampling of their efforts
is available on the website.

Alumni Corner
Tell Us About Your Life!
We invite you to submit a class note to share with
your fellow alumni what is happening in your world.
This includes such things as new jobs and promotions,
professional presentations given, and awards, along
with marriage photos, and photos of you with your new
baby. We’ll include them in an upcoming issue of the
MGH Institute magazine.

Lesley Maxwell
Associate Chair

Join The IHP's Online Community
Mary Riotte
Director,
Speech and Language
Literacy Center

Two CSD Funds to Support
We invite you to support two funds that are specific to
the CSD Department: The Gregory L. Lof Dissertation
Support Fund, named after the long-time chair,
supports student scholarly work; and the Christopher
Norman Educational Fund, named in memory of the
2007 graduate who tragically passed away, supports
students to attend conferences, complete thesis
projects, and underwrite student research endeavors.

We invite you to become part of our expanding online
alumni community by joining IHP's LinkedIn,
Facebook, and other social media to keep up with
your MGH Institute classmates and fellow graduates.

Library Resources
MGH Institute alumni have access to journals,
databases, and other research resources at the
Institute’s Alumni Library Resources section. This
robust section is sure to meet many of your research
needs. Contact Director of Library and Instructional
Design Jessica Bell with questions or for assistance.

We're Looking for Bloggers

Feedback, Tips, Ideas, Etc.
Please forward items of interest to CSD News editor
John Shaw. View past editions.

Are you interested in blogging for the Institute about
your experiences as an SLP, or your time as a student
at the IHP? You can do it on the Institute’s blog, The
Pulse. Contact the Office of Strategic
Communications for more information.

Career Resources Available
Making a career move? Need
your resume updated? Need to
prepare for an interview? Check
out IHP’s career resources
website and start moving
forward now. Make an
appointment with our career
counselor.
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