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Message From the Interim Chair

ASHA Convention Presentations

Dear alumni and friends of the
CSD Department,
As we say goodbye to Dr. Gregg
Lof and wish him well in his
retirement, I am pleased to report
that the CSD Department is doing
well and working hard to build
upon Gregg’s legacy. As we
continue our search for a new chairperson of the
department, I have been appointed Interim Chair and
Lesley Maxwell has been appointed Interim Associate
Chair.
In September, the department welcomed 64 new
Master’s students who began their clinical work in the
Speech, Language, and Literacy Center in our
beautiful new IMPACT Practice Center (see story
below) located on the first floor of 2 Constitution
Center. I hope each of you will come and visit to see
this wonderful space designed to promote
interprofessional education and practice. I guarantee
you will feel a little envious!
The department will be busy this year preparing for two
important accreditation site visits: by the
Massachusetts State Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education, and our every-eight-years
accreditation by the Council of Academic Accreditation
(CAA). We look forward to highlighting our exciting
educational models as well as the innovative
educational and research work produced by our faculty
and students.
We are proud that our department has affiliations with
a number of research labs that provide exciting
research opportunities for our Master’s students. If you
haven’t looked at our website recently, take a look at
Dr. Tiffany Hogan’s Speech and Language Literacy
(SAiL) lab, Dr. Jordan Green’s Speech and Feeding
Disorders Lab, the Cognitive Neuroscience Group
(CNG) led by Drs. Yael Arbel, Sofia Vallila-Rohter, and
Lauryn Zipse, and Dr. Joanna Christodoulou’s Brain,
Education and Mind (BEAM) Team, among others.
Under Dr. Christodoulou’s leadership, the CSD
Department ran a literacy intervention program this
summer in Charlestown’s nearby Harvard Kent
Elementary School. CSD students and faculty (PhD in
Rehab Sciences doctoral student Lauren Baron,
Lesley Maxwell, Trish Kelley-Nazzaro, and Sue
Lambrecht-Smith,) were involved in a program
designed to prevent the well-known summer slump in
literacy skills in school-age children. We also held a
specialty treatment program in the SLLC this summer
focused on intervention for writing disorders in schoolage children that was designed and overseen by Drs.
Haynes and Lambrecht-Smith.

CSD faculty, students, research fellows, and alumni
will participate in 19 presentations, posters, and
seminars at the 2017 ASHA Convention November 911 in Los Angeles. Full list of presentations.

Join Us at ASHA Convention
Alumni and other friends of the IHP are invited to
attend the CSD reception following the awards
ceremony on Friday, November 10, from 8:30–10:30
p.m. at the Los Angeles Marriott Hotel (a few blocks
from the Convention Center). The event will celebrate
the 26th graduating class, the retirement of Department
Chair Dr. Gregory Lof, and Interim Chair Dr. Marjorie
Nicholas becoming an ASHA Fellow. Please join us!
Please RSVP to the email invitation you previously
received from the IHP Alumni office.

Lof Retires After 20 Years at IHP
In his 20 years at the Institute, Dr. Gregory
Lof has maintained an unwavering focus
on the well-being of students, and has
worked to ensure they have the resources
needed to be successful. It is with this
devotion to student success that he has
helped to establish the Gregory L. Lof
Dissertation Research Fund as his legacy
upon his retirement this summer.
Financial resources are invaluable to PhD
candidates as they undertake research that contributes
new insights to their chosen academic field. Please
consider making a gift in Gregg’s honor today.

Hooding Ceremony and
Commencement Awards

The department welcomed several new faculty
members this year. Some are clinical educators of our
new students, and some have taken positions in our
affiliated research labs. I invite you to take a look at
their profiles.
We are also very happy to have Rachel Pittmann join
us as our Coordinator of the Aphasia Center program.
We just concluded our third annual offering of the SIHP’s CAP Program (Spaulding-IHP’s Comprehensive
Aphasia Program). This is a five-week intensive
treatment program that we offer in collaboration with
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. It includes adaptive
sports, music therapy, mindfulness, swim group, and of
course several hours each day of speech-language
therapy for people with aphasia that is provided by our
dedicated graduate students.
Trish Kelley-Nazzaro was also appointed as the
Director of our CAS in Literacy and Language program
after Melissa Feller retired from this position to take a
job with the Lexia Company. We thank Melissa for her
many years of work as a CSD faculty member.

Former Chair Gregory Lof, Juliet A. Ochura '17, and Professor
Emerita Julie Atwood, for whom the award Ochura received is
named

CSD students and faculty received several awards at
Commencement 2017. View full list of awards.

Academic Year Begins
with Faculty Convocation

Finally, we hope to see you at our alumni reception
during the ASHA Convention in Los Angeles on Friday
November 10 at the Marriott Hotel, close to the
convention center. The reception will start about 8:30
p.m. following the Honors Ceremony. This year we will
be celebrating our 26th graduating class, as well as
honoring Dr. Lof on his retirement. I am also honored
this year to be named an ASHA Fellow and I would
love to celebrate with you all on Friday evening.

Marjorie Nicholas, PhD, CCC-SLP, FASHA
Professor and Interim Chair
Excellence in Research Award winner Dr. Jordan Green with
Director of Research Programs Dr. Robert Hillman

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh
Attends Opening of
IMPACT Practice Center

The MGH Institute’s 2017-2018 academic year kicked
off September 5 when the school hosted its annual
Faculty Convocation. It was hosted by Dr. Alex
Johnson, provost and academic vice president for
academic affairs, and featured a keynote address from
Dr. Paula Milone-Nuzzo, the Institute’s new president.
Dr. Jordan Green, a professor in the Department of
Communication Sciences and Disorders and director
of the Speech and Feeding Disorders Lab, received
the Faculty Award for Excellence in Research for his
body of research to significantly improve the diagnosis,
assessment, and treatment of people who have
developmental disorders like apraxia and progressive
disorders like ALS. Story.

(l-r) Board Chair Thibault, Mayor Walsh,
and President Milone-Nuzzo

The Institute’s new IMPACT Practice Center, which
now houses all of the school’s patient care centers,
officially opened on October 19. Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh was among those who attended the event,
which raised almost $200,000 to support the center,
IHP students, and their learning. Story.

Experts Meet on Campus to
Improve Speech and Swallowing
Services for Persons with ALS

Support Tomorrow's
Health Care Leaders

More than two dozen scientists and speech-language
pathologists from the U.S. and other countries
participated in the Northeast ALS Consortium (NEALS)
Bulbar Symposium to discuss creating standards to
translate scientific advances into clinical research and
new treatments to improve the lives of patients with
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), commonly known
as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. CSD Professor Jordan
Green, whose research focuses on ALS, hosted the
daylong April 27 event at 2 Constitution Center. Story.

With a gift of $40 or more to the MGH Institute Fund, we
would be pleased to include your name on a donor
wall that will be incorporated into the IMPACT Practice
Center through 2018.
You may contribute to scholarships, your program of
choice, or any of the funds listed on our website. To be
included on the donor wall, gifts need to be received
by December 31, 2017. Please make a gift today!

IHP is Only School in New England
to Receive Diversity Award

SLPs Featured in IHP Magazine
Eight SLP alumni are featured in the
current edition of MGH Institute of
Health Professions Magazine:
Mashael Faisal Al Saud ’02, Julie
Burrows ’03, David Hajjar ’98, Marie
Jette ’06, Amanda Hitchins Lee ’12,
Jennifer Walk ’03, and Kristen
Jacobsen ’96 and Sarah Ward ’94.
Their profiles, which will be posted
throughout the rest of the year on the IHP’s Facebook
page, are part of the school’s Forty for 40
commemoration of its 1977 founding.

IHP Only College in Boston
Named to Chronicle's Honor Roll
The IHP is the only college in the
City of Boston named to the
Honor Roll in the 2017 Chronicle
of Higher Education “Great
Colleges to Work For” survey. It is
the fourth consecutive year the
school has made the publication’s
highest level, and the eighth
straight year named a Great
College.
The Institute is the only health professions school in
New England to receive the 2017 Health Professions
Higher Education Excellence in Diversity (HEED)
Award from INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine. Story.

Faculty Scholarship
CSD faculty continue to publish and present their
scholarship. A representative sampling of their efforts
is available on the website.

Walking for MS

Alumni Corner
Tell Us About Your Life!
We invite you to submit a class note to share with
your fellow alumni what is happening in your world.
This includes such things as new jobs and promotions,
professional presentations given, and awards, along
with marriage photos, and photos of you with your new
baby. We’ll include them in an upcoming issue of the
MGH Institute magazine.

Join The IHP's Online Community

The Institute's chapter of the National Student Speech
Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA) attended
Walk MS: Boston 2017 on April 2 at Nickerson Field.
Participating students were: (front row) Shelby Delos,
Sonya Jordan, Jenny Traver, (second row) Kristen
Soranno, Reem Mohamad, Helen Yiu (PT), Joyce Lew
(PT), Emily Losordo, (back row) Anne Dixon, Tori Lord,
Lydia Polley.

We invite you to become part of our expanding online
alumni community by joining IHP's LinkedIn,
Facebook, and other social media to keep up with
your MGH Institute classmates and fellow graduates.

Submit Your IHP Memory to the 40th
Anniversary Virtual Time Capsule

New Faculty and Staff
The CSD department has added several new faculty
and staff in recent months. They are:
Sarah Friel
Instructor

As part of the Institute’s year-long 40th Anniversary
celebration, we are collecting memories about what
makes the Institute such a special place to learn and
work. Submit your memory to the IHP Virtual Time
Capsule. Photos, short stories, and personal tributes
are welcome. All entries will be entered into a raffle for
a $100 Amazon gift card.

Rachel Harshaw
Program Coordinator

Library Resources
MGH Institute alumni have access to journals,
databases, and other research resources at the
Institute’s Alumni Library Resources section. This
robust section is sure to meet many of your research
needs. Contact Director of Library and Instructional
Design Jessica Bell with questions or for assistance.

Emilie Larrivee
Instructor

We're Looking for Bloggers

Isabelle Moore
Research Study Coordinator
Are you interested in blogging for the Institute about
your experiences as an SLP, or your time as a student
at the IHP? You can do it on the Institute’s blog, The
Pulse. Contact the Office of Strategic
Communications for more information.

Shop on Amazon and Support the IHP
Rachel Pittmann
Instructor and Coordinator,
Aphasia Center

Katherine Radville
Instructor

Megan Schliep
Doctoral Research Fellow
Cognitive Neuroscience Group

The IHP is officially registered as an AmazonSmile
program charity! What this means is that when you
shop on Amazon, specifically AmazonSmile.com, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to the IHP.
AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. Just visit AmazonSmile and sign into
your Amazon account and select MGH Institute of
Health Professions as your official charity. For more
information contact Evelyn Lespinasse, Office of
Development.

Career Resources Available
Making a career move? Need
your resume updated? Need to
prepare for an interview? Check
out IHP’s career resources
website and start moving
forward now. Make an
appointment with our career

Dayna Wilmot
Research Study Coordinator

counselor.

Amanda Worek
Instructor

Feedback, Tips, Ideas, Etc.
Indigo Young
Instructor

Please forward items of interest to CSD News editor
John Shaw. View past editions.

Promotion
Rebecca Santos Inzana
Assistant Professor
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