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Message from the Dean

Nursing Programs Receive High
Marks in U.S. News Rankings

It is always gratifying to celebrate
our faculty, staff, students, and
alumni each year during National
Nurses Week, held May 6-12.
Nurses, who work in the country’s
most trusted profession, continue to
lead and advocate for health care
equity and access for all citizens,
particularly those who suffer
disproportionately from health disparities.
We also have much to celebrate at the School of
Nursing. We have launched our Ruth Sleeper Clinical
Education and Wellness Center and are grateful for the
gift of May Chin, a 1958 graduate of the former
Massachusetts General Hospital nursing school. We
also had the foresight to start the Center for Climate
Change, Climate Justice, and Health under the
leadership of Dr. Patrice Nicholas. The country’s first
nursing-led center explores the impact of climate change
and adverse weather patterns on health. Its inaugural
climate symposium in April drew more than 100
attendees who listened to national leaders and vowed to
make a difference in their home communities.
Our students continue to be remarkable. In addition to
their excellent academic performance, they participate in
interprofessional teams in the community and on our
three interprofessional dedicated education units at
MGH. And they do more than study. Over the past year,
they have participated in campus organizations,
competed in national case presentations, advocated for
health-related causes during visits to Capitol Hill, and
attended the United Nations Day. Students traveled to
China, India, the Dominican Republic, and Rosebud
Reservation for clinical practice and global health
immersions, and our Global Health faculty interest group
developed a guidebook that describes our values for
global immersions. Along with our students, SON staff
and faculty have participated in several community
service projects.
The stories in this newsletter highlight the achievements
of a few of our faculty. We had other faculty who
successfully received research funding, presented at
national and international conferences, served as editors
or associate editors, and served on national and
international committees. Our U.S. News and World
Report rankings for our master’s and DNP programs
were higher this year, and our first-time pass rates on the
nurse licensure examination for our accelerated
bachelor’s program hit an all-time high. Dr. Margie Sipe,
our DNP program director, was inducted as one of the
inaugural fellows of AONE. And there’s so much more to
celebrate.
As we prepare for the IHP’s 39th Commencement on
May 13 and the culmination of the academic year, I’d like
to thank everyone connected with the School of Nursing.
The expertise of our faculty, support of our staff, passion
of our students, and accomplishments of our
approximately 3,900 alumni are why we continue to be
one of the best nursing programs in the country.

The MGH Institute’s two graduate-level nursing
programs received high marks in the U.S. News &
World Report’s 2020 Best Graduate Schools list
released in March. The Master of Science in Nursing
program is ranked 53rd in the country out of 252
master’s programs. The program is second in Greater
Boston and Massachusetts, ahead of more than a
dozen direct-entry advanced-practice nursing
programs in New England. The Doctor of Nursing
Practice program, is ranked 60th in the country out of
182 programs. It is second in Greater Boston and third
in Massachusetts, ahead of several DNP programs in
New England.

The Public Health
Challenge of Our Time

Keynote Speaker Gina McCarthy, Professor of Public of Public
Health Practice at the Harvard TH Chan School of Public
Health, Director of C-Change.

More than 100 health care professionals came to the
IHP to participate in "Reducing the Impact of Climate
Change on Health: The Role of Health Professionals"
in April. The symposium, hosted by the School of
Nursing's new Center for Climate Change, Climate
Justice, and Health, served as a call to action for
nurses, physicians, and other health professionals to
recognize climate change as a serious health threat
that ordinary people have the power to change.

Nursing Center Named
in Honor of Ruth Sleeper

Have a joyful and blessed National Nurses Week.

Inez Tuck, RN, PhD, MBA, MDiv, FAAN
Dean, School of Nursing

Harvard-Kent and the IHP
Celebrate Earth Day

Tom and May Chin, center, with President Paula Milone-Nuzzo
(far left) and School of Nursing Dean Inez Tuck (far right), at the
dedication ceremony.

Thanks to the generosity of May Chin and her
husband, Tom, the Institute in February dedicated the
new Ruth Sleeper Nursing Center for Clinical
Education and Wellness. It is named in honor of
Sleeper, who was an early advocate of creating the
IHP and was the long-time director of the
Massachusetts General Hospital’s nursing school, of
which May Chin is a 1958 graduate.

Mary Coughlin Wins First Place at
Eastern Research Nursing Society
In celebration of Earth Day, second grade HarvardKent students visited the Institute to learn about
climate change from faculty involved with the School of
Nursing's new Center for Climate Change, Climate
Justice, and Health. Faculty members and students
watched a video, Planet Earth Gets Well, and
discussed how we can protect our planet by
decreasing our contributions to climate change.

Advocating for
School-Based Health

Instructor Mary Coughlin won
the 2019 Peer-Reviewed PhD
Paper Award for "Measuring
Chronic Sorrow in Parents of
Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder" at the Eastern
Nursing Research Society
Conference.

Working Out a New Idea

Assistant Professor Rita Olans (left) joined colleagues
Allison Kilcoyne (center), NP for Peabody High School
and North Shore Community Health Center, and
Jordan Hampton (right), NP for Chelsea High School
and MGH Chelsea Community Health Center, for
Massachusetts School Health Alliance Advocacy Day
at the State House in March. They advocated for
school-based health centers (SBHCs), which are in
areas of the state underserved by the health care
system.

School of Nursing Profesor Lisa Wood (right) and
Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy Janet Kneiss
and are researching if a new exercise regimen could
help some breast cancer survivors. Story.

A Celebration of
Nursing Scholarship

Sipe Honored by American
Organization of Nurse Executives

Assistant Professor Kathy Simmonds presents her
scholarship.

The health consequences of climate change, caring for
those with substance abuse disorders, and
interprofessional global academic experiences are just
a few of the topics that were presented in April by
School of Nursing faculty in the premiere Celebration
of Scholarship.

Nursing Dean and Professor Inez Tuck (R) and Doctor
of Nursing Practice Program Director Margie Hamilton
Sipe join nearly 4,000 nurse leaders at the American
Organization of Nurse Executives (AONE) Annual
Meeting in San Diego, California. Congratulations to
Margie who received an inaugural fellow designation
which recognizes a nurse leader’s sustained
contributions to the specialty of nursing leadership,
commitment to service and influence in shaping health
care. She joins 17 other renowned nursing leaders
from across the country achieving this designation.

Shadowing Nurses

New Nursing Videos Premiere

Two new videos for the School of Nursing have
premiered on the IHP website: To view, check out the
Direct-Entry Master of Science in Nursing and the
Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing program
webpages.

Living with Disabilities

BSN student Colleen McCutcheon interacts with Harvard-Kent
pupils.

A group of fifth-grade pupils from Harvard-Kent
Elementary School shadowed nursing students in the
Ruth Sleeper Nursing Center for Clinical Education
and Wellness at the Sanders IMPACT Practice Center
on February 15 to get a better understanding of what
nurses do. The event, organized by SON faculty
Raquel Reynolds and Kathy Sabo, allowed the pupils
to be engaged in multiple interactive, age appropriate
stations that highlighted various roles of nurses. Other
faculty involved were Mary Beth Coughlin, Sarah
Smolller, Nick Green, Meredith Scannell, and Liz
Planasky.
Nurse practitioner student Sarah Jadgmann, seated,
talks about living with a disability during the Schwartz
Center Educational Rounds in February. Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs and Program Innovation
Leslie Neal-Boylan (right), whose research focuses on
nurses with disabilities, also spoke at the event,
"Health Professionals with Disabilities: A Lived
Experience."

Conferencing in India

New BSN Cohort Begins

School of Nursing faculty Elissa Ladd, Antonia
Makosky, and Pat Lussier-Duynstee, and CSD faculty
Rachel Pittman co-hosted the conference “Indo-US
Symposium on Building Capacity in Interprofessional
Health Professions Education” during the winter break
while they were travelling in India with students. The
international conference was held in conjunction with
Manipal Academy of Higher Education, MAHE-Faimer
International Institute in Interprofessional Education,
the Centre for Continuing Education and
Interprofessional Development, and Manipal College
of Nursing.

The School of Nursing held its Convocation ceremony
in January for the 97 students in the Bachelor of
Science in Nursing’s Class of 2020.

NP Classes of 2020, 2021
Are Celebrated

Students Go Global:
Dominican Republic

The Master of Science in Nursing Class of 2021 was
welcomed to the IHP at its White Coat Ceremony in
September (below), while the Class of 2020 celebrated
reaching the half-way mark of its studies at its
Generalist Completion Ceremony in October.

Front row, L-R: Irvin Hiralall, Pat Reidy (faculty), Sarah Warden,
Louisa Centeno-Silva, Susan Granato, and Sarah Franco. Back
row, L-R: Lyndsay Canwell, Emily Diniz, Lauren McCue, Jen
Pinto, Emily Adams, and Sara Smoller (faculty)

A team of 10 nurse practitioner students and two
faculty traveled to the Dominican Republic for a
weeklong service trip in La Romana to provide health
care services at the bateys, local communities
established by sugar cane companies for workers to
live close to the fields while having little access to
health care or public services like running water or
electricity. Students Irvin Hiralall, Sarah Warden,
Louisa Centeno-Silva, Susan Granato, Sarah Franco,
Lyndsay Canwell, Emily Diniz, Lauren McCue, Jen
Pinto, and Emily Adams, along with SON faculty Pat
Reidy and Sara Smoller, worked with a local health
care team from the Good Samaritan Hospital, where
over 200 people received medical, dental, and health
education services.

Nursing Program Lobbies in DC

India

(l-r) Students Mitchell Kimber, BSN ’19, and Sheena Wood, DEN
’21 with Dean Inez Tuck.

Top row, L-R: Valerie Kiers, Laura Mackey, Olivia Gampel,
Colleen Reynolds, Brianna Ryan, and Brittney Harris. Middle
row, L-R: Faculty Pat Lussier-Duynstee and Elissa Ladd. Front
row, L-R: Shannon Swenson and Caitlyn Shea.

Eight students from nursing, communication sciences
and disorders, physical therapy, and physician
assistant studies, accompanied by School of Nursing
faculty Elissa Ladd, Pat Lussier-Duynstee, and Antonia
Makosky, along with CSD faculty Rachel Pittmann,
traveled to India to participate in the 2019 Global
Health Immersion Program. Olivia Gampel, Colleen
Reynolds, and Brianna Ryan (CSD), Brittany Harris,
Valerie Kiers, Laura Mackey, and Caitlin Shea (NP),
and Shannon Swensen (PA) participated in clinical
postings along with their Indian student counterparts in
hospitals, village clinics, local schools, and community
organizations. Faculty contributed to discipline-based
initiatives and teaching in the areas of leadership,
evidence-based health care.

Dean Inez Tuck joined nursing deans from Simmons,
Regis, UMass Worcester, and UMass Lowell to travel
to Washington, DC with nursing students from the IHP,
Simmons, Endicott, and UMass Medical for the
American Academy of Colleges of Nursing Student
Policy Summit in March. The deans and students met
with the staff of senators Ed Markey and Elizabeth
Warren and representatives Ayanna Pressley, James
McGovern, Joseph Kennedy III, Katherine Clarke, and
Stephen Lynch. They promoted Title VIII – Nursing
Workforce Reauthorization funding which includes
funding for Health and Human Services (HRSA)
grants, scholarship and loan repayment programs
such as Grad PLUS loans and faculty loan forgiveness,
and funding for the National Institute of Nursing
Research.

Faculty Achievements

Community Health
Nursing in Navy Yard
School of Nursing faculty Suellen Breakey, Patrice K.
Nicholas, and Patricia Lussier-Duynstee (l-r) recently
completed the Certificate in Climate Change and
Health Program at the Yale School of Public Health.

Faculty Scholarship
A representative sampling of scholarship by School of
Nursing faculty is available on the website.

Alumni Corner
Back Row: NPS employees Vince Cutright and Steve Connor,
IHP Instructor Kathy Sabo, and BSN students Angela Calhoun,
Cliff Derius, and Emily Brouillette. Front Row: Students Carly
Furbush and Emma Yurkosky.

Several Bachelor of Science in Nursing students in
Assistant Professor Raquel Reynolds’ Community
Health Nursing class recently hosted a Health and
Safety Fair on for National Parks Service employees in
the Navy Yard, with Instructor Kathy Sabo facilitating
the event. The students performed cardiovascular and
blood pressure screenings, hosted yoga therapy to
reduce stress, and provided nutrition and healthy
eating tips among other activities.

New Staff
Nicholas Green
Assistant Professor

A Message from the Director
Greetings!
It delights me to
know that this
newsletter provides
you with the “inside
scoop” on the IHP
Nursing Department
of today. Your
connecting back to
the IHP is of utmost
importance to us. To
that end, we are in
the process of
revitalizing the programs and services offered to the
IHP alumni community. You are part of this community,
remember, so please feel free to email me with any
thoughts or suggestions you might have.
– Katie

Join the IHP's Online Community

Lisa Marie Barone
Executive Assistant to the Dean
We invite you to become part of our expanding online
alumni community by joining IHP's LinkedIn,
Facebook, and other social media to keep up with
your MGH Institute classmates and fellow graduates.

Career Resources Available

New Role

Making a career move? Need
your resume updated? Need to
prepare for an interview? Check
out IHP’s career resources
website and start moving
forward now. Make an
appointment with our career

Joan Blue
Administrative and Project
Specialist for Programs and
Events
counselor.

Library Resources
Patrice Nicholas
Director, Center for Climate
Change, Climate Justice, and
Health

MGH Institute alumni have access to journals,
databases, and other research resources at the
Institute’s Alumni Library Resources section. This
robust section is sure to meet many of your research
needs. Contact Director of Library and Instructional
Design Jessica Bell with questions or for assistance.

Precept for the IHP
We are looking for alumni who are interested in
volunteering their time to precept a student. Contact
Claire Sonnenberg for more information.

Promotions
Carla Donati
Administrative Operations
Manager and Communication
Specialist

Bradley White
Instructor

Tell Us About Your Life!
We invite you to submit a class note to share with
your fellow alumni what is happening in your world—
new jobs and promotions, professional presentations
given, awards received, along with major events in
your personal life. We’ll include them in an upcoming
issue of the MGH Institute magazine.

Feedback, Tips, Ideas, Etc.
Please forward items of interest to Nursing News editor
John Shaw. View past editions.

Charlestown Navy Yard | 36 1st Avenue | Boston, MA 02129 | www.mghihp.edu
A graduate school founded by Massachusetts General Hospital

Connect with us:

Charlestown Navy Yard 36 1st Avenue | Boston, MA 02129-4557 US

