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Thank you ACLS19 Attendees and Health Climate
Leadership Awards Winners!
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We are grateful to all the hosts, endorsers, and attendees who participated in our 2019
Summit. The health panel offered insight on climate solutions through the lens of health
equity. Many congratulations to our four Climate Leadership Award winners for their
commitment to work towards 100% clean renewable energy by 2030: Alliance of Nurses
for Healthy Environments, American Public Health Association, National Environmental
Health Association, and Physicians for Social Responsibility.
Watch the awards, here.

New Research — Mothers Know Best: Our Moral
Obligation on Climate Change
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In celebration of Mother’s Day, Americans are honoring the moms in their lives, and the
many ways they care for us. As the saying goes, “Mom knows best!” ecoAmerica and Lake
Research Partners’ new research finds that this saying holds true, too, for climate change.
Mothers are increasingly more personally concerned, and are more apt to feel a moral
responsibility to do something about it. Download the full report.

Announcing Blessed Tomorrow's Moving Forward
Guide
ecoAmerica’s Blessed Tomorrow program is pleased to
announce the publication of, Moving Forward: A Guide to
Climate Action for Your Congregation and Community.
The Moving Forward guide will provide communities of
faith with guidance and tools to reduce energy use, to
build resilient houses of worship for refuge from a
changing climate, and to support policies which better
care for creation. Join millions of people from a variety of
faith traditions who are already leading on climate
change.

May is National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month. As
part of the American Lung Association’s Year of Air
Pollution & Health the focus is on how climate change
impacts individuals with asthma and allergies. Worsening
air quality and longer, more potent allergy seasons due to
climate change threatens everyone's health, but those
with asthma and allergies are at even greater risk. Check out Climate for Health’s

Page 3 of 7

contribution, “Asthma, Allergies, and Climate Change.”

A Call for Clinicians to Act on Planetary Health
The Lancet, one of the oldest and most prestigious
medical journals, published “A Call for Clinicians to Act on
Planetary Health” on April 19, 2019, just ahead of Earth
Day on April 22. This global call-to-action, led by the
Planetary Health Alliance and co-signed by 31 medical associations and healthcare
organizations around the world, reflects a broad and unprecedented commitment of the
healthcare community to planetary health. It aims to increase awareness of the severe
public health impacts of global environmental change and to mobilize clinical communities
to get engaged through joining the Clinicians for Planetary Health initiative.

4th Edition of Pediatric Health
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) announced the
publication of the fourth edition of Pediatric Environmental Health.
This manual is a comprehensive guide for pediatric clinicians to
the identification, prevention, and treatment of environmental
health problems in children. It has been produced by the AAP
Council on Environmental Health and edited by Ruth A. Etzel, MD,
PhD, and Associate Editor Sophie J. Balk, MD.
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Medical Society Consortium on Climate and
Health Leadership
Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health Leadership published an editorial in
PLOS Medicine: Limiting global warming to 1.5 to 2.0°C — A unique and necessary role for
health professionals.
Over the next decade, the nations of the world must embrace and accomplish three
difficult, but achievable objectives so that human civilization and the ecosystems on which
we depend can continue to flourish: creating a clean energy economy, drawing down
excess atmospheric carbon, and preparing for and adapting to health impacts. Health
professionals and the organizations that represent us must become tireless champions for
these objectives and for the global agreements that will enable them. In a world rife with
rapidly eroding trust, we remain trusted honest brokers who place public interests above
all others. In this role, we must educate and advocate with people in our communities,
civic leaders, and policy makers in government and industry — in our city or county, our
state, our nation, and on the global stage — until the objectives have been embraced and
achieved. Read the full editorial here.

The American Public Health Association's Energy
and Public Health Policy Statement
The way we use energy affects our health. The
production, processing, transporting, and combustion of
fossil fuels results in byproducts such as carbon dioxide,
methane, and other greenhouse gases. These pollutants
are harmful to both the environment and human health.
It is therefore critical that the U.S. has a thoughtful and responsible energy strategy that
benefits all Americans. The American Public Health Association’s recently adopted policy
statement entitled, The Public Health Impact of Energy Policy in the United States aims to
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help its members and other stakeholders effectively advocate and educate the public and
decision-makers on issues related to this increasingly important energy-health-climate
nexus. Health leadership and action on energy solutions is a critical part of a healthy and
prosperous future for everyone.

Featured Blog from NEHA
Turning Research into Action: Lessons from the
American Climate Leadership Summit 2019
Climate change is a health emergency and requires
collaboration across sectors; from healthcare
professionals to research scientists, from urban planners
to nonprofit organizations, from seasoned experts to students and young people. Because
environmental health professionals work directly with communities and have irreplaceable
community relationships, the environmental health workforce plays a pivotal role in
combating the effects of climate change. Venues for collaborative meeting and knowledge
across disciplines are increasingly necessary for productive cooperation. The ecoAmerica
American Climate Leadership Summit 2019 (ACLS19) provided a powerful platform for
learning, partnership development, and idea generation for climate breakthroughs.

Stay In Touch with Climate for Health
Want to hear more from Climate for Health? Customize your interests and
choose to receive blog updates, research announcements, or event
reminders. Subscribe here!

Thank you,
Rebecca Rehr
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Senior Program Manager, Climate for Health

Climate for Health is a program of ecoAmerica, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that builds public support for climate
solutions. Our other programs include Path to Positive Communities and Blessed Tomorrow.
Support ecoAmerica by becoming a donor.
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